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Dear brothers and sisters, Salam Alaikum. 
	 As valued members of the Islamic Center of Naperville (ICN) community, I would 
like to share with you news about growth and recent events at ICN, update you on the 
�nancial status of the organization and our new Masjid project, and address questions 
raised by some community members about the development of the current Ogden facil-
ity. Should you wish to discuss any of the topics addressed here, or others, please feel 
free to speak with any Board Member or me at anytime Again, thank you for your contin-
ued support.
	 As you may know, with the grace of Allah SWT, the ICN board and various com-
mi�ee leaders and members have spent the past few months developing a wide array of 
events and activities, with more than 120 individuals involved on all levels. The enthusi-
asm in the commi�ees is very encouraging and we invite more people to get involved to 
help make ICN the center and heart of our community.
	 Although ICN is now 17 years old, the growth and changes over the past year, 
especially the establishment of the Ogden Masjid, have sparked a revival in the commu-
nity - thanks to the e�orts of the previous Board in implementing this, and the current 
Board in following through. We now need to support this growth with the required facili-
ties and resources. 
	 The good news is that we have some excellent options to evaluate, Alhamdulil-
lah, and would like to present the details at the Fundraising Dinner on May 18th. We are 
working on a roadmap that could potentially make ICN one the most successful Islamic 
communities in the Chicago-land area, and maybe the USA, Insha� Allah. 
	 So I encourage each and every one of you to get involved � please visit us at 
www.islamiccenterofnaperville.org, buy the Fundraising Dinner tickets, a�end the event 
and more importantly, join the ICN commi�ees and help us build this House of Allah SWT 
for us and for our kids, and for generations to come Insha� Allah.

Sincerely, 
Ashraf Elessawy
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About 30 volunteers from every age group and background spent their 
Saturday morning on March 29th to help alleviate hunger by serving at 
the Northern Illinois Food Bank.  ICN FUNDRAISING DINNER

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!
SOLD OUT CROWD EXPECTED

May 18th  -  5:00 pm
           Ashyana Banquets
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After a brief introduction to the food bank, volunteers were split up into teams, each sorting and packaging di�erent types of food. The Il-
linois Food Bank (IFB) distributes meals to hungry people through over 520 food-assistance sites in 13 counties. This includes a network of 
nonpro�t food pantries, shelters, soup kitchens, and other food assistance sites. In the �scal year of 2007 alone, the Food Bank distributed 
22 million pounds of food. 
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As a part of the Food Bank�s Youth Nutrition Programs, during the summer, over 2,300 children receive lunches every day. Through its Food 
Rescue & Recovery Program, the Food Bank was able to save nearly 2.5 million pounds of food in the �scal year of 2007 alone. The Mobile 
Pantry is a �traveling food pantry� that delivers meat, produce, and nonperishable food directly to clients at agency sites and other locations 
where low-income people need food assistance. 
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A detailed statistical pro�le of the local neighbors who visit the Food Pantries, Soup Kitchens and Shelters in the area served by Northern 
Illinois Food Bank and its Agencies show that almost a third, 33% of the members of households, are children under 18 years old while about 
6% are elderly � over 65 years old. Additionally:
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In helping at the food bank, volunteers practiced the prophetic teachings
 of showing compassion and serving those in need.  As a direct call to the 
concern that Muslims must show to everyone around them, the Messenger 
of God (peace be upon him) said, �A believer is not one who eats his �ll while 
his next door neighbor goes hungry.� (Al-Bukhari)

For more information on the food bank visit: www.northernilfoodbank.org.
 To join the ICN Volunteer Commi�ee, pleae email reemrahman@gmail.com.
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Abu Hurayrah ( R) reported 
the Messenger of Allah (S) as 
saying: 

     While a man was walking on 
a path, he found a branch with 
thorns lying in the way, so he 
removed it. Allah appreciated 
what he had done and forgave 
him because of it. 

~ Bukhari and Muslim
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     If you ask them who it is that created the heavens and the 
earth They will certainly say �Allah.� Say: �Praise be to Allah!� 
But most of them understand not. 
     To Allah belong all things in heaven and earth: verily Allah is He 
(that is) free of all wants, worthy of all praise. 
    And if all the trees on earth were pens and the Ocean (were 
ink), with seven Oceans behind it to add to its (supply) yet 
would not the Words of Allah be exhausted (in the writing): for 
Allah is Exalted in power, Full of Wisdom. 

~ Surah Luqman  {31: 25-27}
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 Areas Served by Northern IL Food Bank 
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